
Minutes of the meeting of the Llanharan Community Council held on 18 
October 2018 at the Llanharan Miner’s Welfare Hall 

Present: Councillor Parker (Chairman); 
Councillors Evans, Liney, Morelli, Parker, Stephens, M Thomas, W 
Thomas, Turner and Uppal  

Also: Mr. Peter Davies, Clerk to the Council and 1 local resident 

2018/49  MINUTES 

 The minutes of the meeting held on 20 September 2018 were approved as a 
correct record and signed by the Chairman 

 2018/50 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 

 (a) Outstanding issues 

 RESOLVED – That Councillor Geraint Hopkins be asked to report to the next 
meeting regarding: 
 
(i) The condition of the pavement between Llanharan and the Coed Cae Industrial 
Estate (minute 42 (l)); 
 (ii) Preparation of a questionnaire for persons attending the Llanharan Dinner 
(minute 42(m)); 
 (iii) Location of Picnic Benches and Tables on RCT land; 
 (iv) Unkempt Property in Llanharan – update on discussion with RCT officials 

 (b) Online Banking – The Chairman advised that Barclays Bank were able to 
proceed with multiple signature authorisation of payments 

 RESOLVED – That 

 (1) in view of the assurance, the Council continue to bank with Barclays; 

 (2) the authorised signatories be requested to complete the bank mandate 
forms as soon as possible 

 (c) Brynna Road – Traffic Speeds (minute 41 (h)) 

 NOTED – That RCT officials had advised that in view of the 40mph speed 
limit on the road, ‘Horse Warning Signs’ could not be erected 
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 (d) Replacement of boilers at the Shower Block adjacent to the 
Llanharan Miner’s Welfare Hall – The Chairman reported that this work was now 
critical.  The Clerk advised that despite a number of conversations with the selected 
contractor and verbal promises, the contractor had still not provided the written 
assurances required by the Council 

 RESOLVED – That the Clerk be requested to expedite arrangements for the 
work, and if necessary following discussion with the Chairman and Vice Chairman of 
the Council, to ask the next lowest tendered whether he was still prepared to 
undertake the work at his estimated price   

2018/51 COMMUNITY POLICING 

NOTED – That PC Wilson had transferred to another post within the Police Authority 
– a replacement for the Community area was 
awaited 

2018/52 COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS 

RESOLVED – That subject to the following additions 
(shown at the end of each minute) the minutes of the Allotments, Footpaths and 
Open Spaces Committee of 2 October 2018 be approved and adopted:  

ALLOTMENTS, FOOTPATHS AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE   

2 OCTOBER 2018 

Present:  Councillor Maria Thomas (Chairman); 
  Councillors Evans, Parker and W Thomas  

Also:  Mr Mark Steer (representing footpath issues), Mr Peter Davies,                            
.          Clerk to the Council and 6 members of the public 

52/1. MINUTES 

The minutes of the meeting held on 4 September 2018 were approved as a correct 
record and signed by the Chairman 

52/2. FOOTPATHS 

(a) Bridleway 44 
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NOTED – That discussions had been held with RCT and Network Rail regarding the 
continued temporary closure of this bridleway and proposals for a permanent 
solution.  The meeting had been very constructive and a further meeting involving 
Persimmon Homes would be held later this month or early November 

(b) Bridleway 19 – As requested by the Committee, the Clerk had written to the 
landowner concerning the matters referred to in minutes 1 (f) and 2 (e) – the 
landowner had responded that he would attend this meeting, but regrettably this did 
not occur. 

RESOLVED – That the landowner be asked to meet members of the Committee at a 
site meeting at the Old St Peter’s Church 

At the Council meeting held on 18 October, the Clerk reported that he had 
written to the landowner but a reply was still awaited 

(c) Maintenance Issues – Local residents drew attention to work needed on 
bridleways 45 and 45a and RAN 21/1.  Councillor Parker 
reminded members that the Council had asked this 
committee to prepare a 3- year plan of improvements 
and these matters should be considered in this 
context.   

A start had been made on surveying the rights of way and members were 
encouraged to feed any findings to the Community Council and to 
oliewicks@gmail.com  

(d) Path between Argoed Avenue and Danygraig Road 

NOTED – That local residents were minded to make an application to RCT to 
register this route as a public right of way/bridleway 

52/3. OPEN SPACES MATTERS 

(a) Memorial Gardens Site  

Further consideration was given to this matter  

Recommended – That 

(1) a further quote be obtained from Porthcawl Drives for the design previously 
prepared by Councillor W Thomas 

(2) the Pencoed College be asked whether they could prepare a design concept for 
the area 

(b) The verge fronting Bridgend Road Allotments – Members considered a draft 
proposal from a local contractor for improvements to this area 
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Recommended – That subject to a satisfactory estimate (to be reported to the 
Council on 18 October) the contractor be offered a 2-year contract to plan, plant and 
maintain the area 

At the Council meeting held on 18 October a response from a local contractor 
was considered. In view of the suggested costs it was agreed that the 
Allotments Committee should prepare a works specification and seek 
additional quotes for the work 

(c) Meadow Rise - Further consideration was given to improvements to the vacant 
sites and the need to fully consult local residents 

Recommended – That the local contractor identified in (b) above be asked to look at 
the 2 sites and bring forward proposals to the next meeting 

At the Council meeting on 18 October the Clerk reported that a response from 
the contractor was still awaited 

52/4. ALLOTMENT MATTERS 

(a) Tenancy Agreement – Members considered and 
made comments on a revised tenancy agreement 
prepared by Councillor W Thomas 

Recommended – That  Members who have any further comments, be asked to 
notify them to Councillor W Thomas (who kindly undertook to re-draft the draft 
agreement) within the next seven days  

At the Council meeting held on 18 October, Councillors Evans and Morelli 
drew attention to the regular complaints concerning fires on the allotment 
sites.  The Clerk advised that the nuisance caused by fires was covered in 
both the existing and proposed tenancy agreements 

(b) Site Inspections and Outstanding Tenancy Matters 

RESOLVED – That the three sites be inspected on 13 November at 4pm 

At the Council meeting held on 18 October the Clerk advised that he had 
visited the three allotment sites on 10 October and as a result he had written to 
six tenants asking whether they intended to cultivate their plots in 2019 and 
advising that without responses their tenancies would not be renewed 

RESOLVED – That the Clerk be authorised to serve Notice to Quit on any tenant 
who contravenes his/her tenancy agreement 

(c) Allotment Rents 
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Recommended – That the allotment rents for a 5-perch plot be increased to 50p per 
week for 2019 

(d) Pendre Allotments – Site Access 

Recommended – That the Clerk be requested to obtain quotations for grading and 
the provision of a hardcore base and chippings on the new extension site 

At the Council meeting held on 18 October, Members felt that these works 
should be considered as part of the 2018/19 budget process, including the 
possible use of CIL 

  _______________________________________________ 

2018/53 COMMUNITY ISSUES 

(a) New Llanilid School – Councillor Turner reported that RCT had held a 
consultation meeting earlier in the day regarding their proposal to initially establish 
this school as part of Dolau Primary.  The proposals 
were well received, although the issue of 
parking was raised.  The possibility of residents’ 
parking in adjoining areas was being examined 

(b) Brynna Recreation – Play area 

NOTED – That improvements were almost complete 

(c) Coychurch Crematorium 

NOTED – That Councillor Turner had been re-elected Chairman of the Committee 
and he briefly outlined planned improvements 

(d) Loose Manhole Covers – Councillor Williams drew attention to this nuisance 
and the representations he was making to Welsh Water and RCT.  Councillor Liney 
considered that the problem was exacerbated by heavy traffic when there were 
diversions on the motorway 

(e) Litter Penalties – Councillor Morelli considered that the problem of litter 
could be reduced if RCT Enforcement Officers were seen in the area.  
Councillor Turner advised that he raise the matter with officials and ask 
whether they could visit schools  

Councillor Liney also reported that’s the Wimbles had agreed to invest in signs 
‘to get the message’ across to the public 
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(f) Bridgend Road – Speeding Vehicles – Councillor M Thomas drew attention 
to the increase in speeding vehicles, particularly when there were diversions 
on the motorway 

RESOLVED – That the attention of the Police be drawn to this matter 

(g) Youth Representation on the Council 

RESOLVED – That this matter be advertised through social media 

(h) Pavement Closure – Councillor Uppal drew attention to works being undertaken 
by Western Power Distribution which would require a pavement closure for one week 

(i) Hillcrest/Gelli Fedi Road Junction 

RESOLVED – That RCT be asked to arrange for a 
warning sign of the sharp bend at this junction 

2018/54 CORRESPONDENCE 

(a) Independent Review Panel on Community and Town Councils – Members 
received and NOTED a copy of the Final Report and recommendations which had 
been submitted to the Welsh Government 

 (b) Youth Engagement and Participation Service – Members were advised that 
RCT had recently restructured this service 

RESOLVED – That RCT’s Children and Youth Co-ordinator be invited to address a 
future meeting of the Community Council 

(c) Model Charter between RCT and Town and Community Councils 

NOTED – That the Community Liaison Committee had agreed to update this Charter 

(d) One Voice Wales Local Resolution Procedure 

NOTED – That this procedure had been endorsed by the Community Liaison 
Committee and the Council’s Human Resources Committee would consider 
including it within its complaints policy/procedure 

2018/55 FINANCIAL MATTERS  
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 (a)Handyman’s Work Programme  

NOTED – That the work undertaken by the Handyman during September/October 

 (b) Payments – Monitoring – Members considered the statement prepared by the 
Clerk 

RESOLVED – That the outstanding bills be paid, and the cheques be signed 
accordingly 

(c) Requests for Sponsorship and Financial Assistance (Councillor Evans 
declared an interest in the Theatre application – he took no part in the discussion or 
voting) 

RESOLVED – That 

(1) the Community Fireworks being organised by LCDP on behalf of the Community 
Council be sponsored up to £2000 plus vat; 

(2) the request from the Brynna and Llanharan Film 
and Theatre Group for the Council to help pay for two 
pantomime performances, be referred to the Audit 
Committee for consideration 

(d) Defibrillator Cabinets 

Members noted that several residents in Brynna had volunteered to contribute 
towards the purchase of a cabinet in the area 

RESOLVED – That  

(1) the generous gestures by residents to contribute towards the cost of a defibrillator 
cabinet be note with appreciation; 

(2) to meet the recommendations of the Welsh Ambulance Service a further six 
cabinets be ordered from Pawle and Co at a cost of £2994, the expenditure to be 
met from the Council’s balances; 

(3) in future place planning applications, the developer be asked to provide a specific 
location within any development for a defibrillator cabinet 

2018/56 PLANNING MATTERS 

RESOLVED – That 

(1) the following applications received since the last meeting be noted: 
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(a) 40 Colliers Avenue – first floor extension and conversion of garage into a 
habitable room 
(b) 21 Westbourne Terrace – two storey side extension 
(c)111 Ffordd-y-Dolau – first floor side extension 
(d) 27 Colliers Avenue – single storey rear extension 
(e) 7 Parc Bryn Derwen – single storey rear extension with lantern rooflight, first floor 
side extension with cantilever on top of the existing ground floor extension which will 
extend forward 

(2) in respect of the application for the removal of 7 trees from the Cherry Field 
adjacent to The Square/A473, RCT be advised that the Community Council 
considers that (a) due to the importance and prominence of the trees in the 
landscape any removal should be backed up with a proper tree survey and (b) any 
subsequent removal of the trees should be followed up with replacement avenue 
trees and (c) the remaining trees should be covered by Tree Preservation Orders 

2018/57 OFFICE ACCOMMODATION 

The Clerk reminded Members that the Llanharan 
Community Development Project as part of the 
Service Level Agreement had provided a room for the 
Clerk at its accommodation at 23a Bridgend Road.  The 
Management Committee of the Centre had now advised 
that this room would be required in the new year as a ‘sleep room’ for the day 
nursery. This was required to ensure they could continue to provide adequate and 
suitable childcare facilities within the community.  

An alternative room had been offered, however the space was considered to be 
inadequate and offered no privacy as the office was directly off the main hall, with a 
window overlooking the hall.  In view of the above, the possibility of securing 
alternative accommodation had been examined.   

Currently, there were two vacant units within the community available to lease being 
the ground floor of No 2 Chapel Road, Llanharan (the old Ladbrokes betting shop) 
and Bryncae Units.  Following preliminary discussions, the Bryncae unit had been 
deemed too expensive to lease and set up as an office space.  A full discussion had  
been held with the owners of No 2 Chapel Road regarding its availability and 
possible lease terms.  The owners were seeking a ten-year lease for the use of the 
ground floor with a rent of £3500pa (this rent would be fixed for the period of the 
lease, with no review clause).   The Community Council would also have to meet the 
following charges: 

      Estimated Cost £ 

Water Rates 720 (This could be reduced by way 
of a meter)  

 Insurances     200 
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 Electricity/Gas    200 
 Signage     1000 (One off)  

Internal Works and decoration  3000 (One off)  

Legal fees     1000 (One off)  

The owners had advised that Ladbrokes had to return to the premises to remove the 
fixtures and fittings, but the accommodation was sufficiently large enough to provide 
an office and a private interview room, although some internal partitioning and 
redecoration would be required. The facility also had 2 toilets, a small back garden 
area and a kitchen. The owner had also promised to install central heating (in place 
of the night storage heater) if a 10-year lease was signed. 

The Clerk further reported that (a) the move to the Drop-in Centre had resulted in a 
significant decline in ‘foot fall’.  It was considered that the proposed move to No 2 
Chapel Road, would be a service enhancement and local residents would benefit 
from better access to services (b) the Council’s employees 
would also have a private area to meet with their 
Manager and provide an area for members to meet 
with residents, and possibly be a location for our local 
MP & AM to hold their surgeries, (c) there were 
financial implications to the Council in seeking alternative accommodation and the 
possible lease of the property in Chapel Road.  There was no provision in the current 
budget for this proposal and the initial costs of establishing the office would have to 
be met from the Council’s balances, (d) concerning the costs in future years, the 
LCDP had felt obliged to provide accommodation for the council over the years and 
this had in some way prohibited their business expanding due to the serious 
shortage of space they had. They were concerned that the Members would wish to 
cut their grant, this could be considered however; although members needed to be 
mindful of their work and yearly report prior to making any decision on this and (e) 
provision would also have to be made in future budgets for other associated costs 

RESOLVED – That as there will no longer be suitable accommodation for the Clerk 
at the Llanharan Drop-in Centre from January 2019, the Council 

(a) agrees to take a ten-year lease of the ground floor of 2 Chapel Road on the terms 
and funding arrangements outlined above; 

(b) authorises the Clerk following discussions with the Chairman and Vice Chairman 
of the Council to seek and accept quotations for the internal works and signage 
required at the premises; 

(c) considers that the current  SLA with LCDP should be updated 
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The meeting concluded at 8.50pm 
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